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Clearing the air
Elk Grove firm’s filters help industries breathe easier
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eslye Sandberg discovered her career path by
surprise.
Working as a researcher at Loyola Medical Center in the 1980s, she was attending her sister’s wedding when friends of the family started congratulating her for going to work with her dad.
Only she wasn’t aware of it at that time.
“One of my sisters said ‘What’s this I hear about
you going to work with dad?’” Sandberg said. “I said
‘I have no idea, I suppose I’ll go ask him.’”
Her father, Roy Sandberg, was the owner of Permatron Corp. and was considering selling the company, but looked to Leslye to take over the reins.
“It’s wasn’t really my gig, except it still involved
problem solving and process thinking,” she said. “So
I said, OK.”
At age 26, she became CEO of Permatron,
which provides a variety of air filtration solutions for commercial and residential customers.
The company specializes in custom-built, washable electrostatic air filters for industries that
need to maintain constant, efficient air flow in
their environments. The company also produces
similar air filters for commercial and home furnace systems.
Sandberg says about 80 percent of the company’s
business is commercial, with the majority of filters
designed to be an integral part the equipment they
go into. You won’t see the Permatron name on the
filters, she adds, as they are sold through larger companies, like Carrier or Rheem.
“We aren’t necessarily a household name,” she
said. “The lion’s share of what we manufacture is
behind the scenes.”
All of Permatron’s products are manufactured
at its Elk Grove Village facility, which contains a
machine shop for designing and building frames and
a sewing center to create electrostatic filters from a
variety of synthetic fabrics. That gives the company
the flexibility to custom design air filtration solutions
based on an individual customer’s needs, Sandberg
said.
“We are a solution-based company,” she said. “We
first talk to our customers to see what they are trying
to accomplish, and then create a filter based on what
those needs are.”
The filters go well beyond home and office HVAC
systems, she added. Washable electrostatic filters are
primarily used in industries that need to constantly
remove airborne particles that could damage equipment or create a health hazard to people working in
those environments.
In industries such as mining, paper mills or food
processing plants, washable filters are a less costly
solution to disposable filters, which would need to
be constantly replaced in order to maintain good air
flow, Sandberg said.
In addition to large systems, Permatron also
makes smaller washable filters that keep convenience store coolers, restaurant pastry shelves, and
outdoor vending machines from breaking down
under extreme conditions.
The company makes filters that range in size from
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Leslye Sandberg, CEO of Permatron Corp. in Elk Grove Village, inspects a new filter with plant manager Roy
Montemayor.
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